Our Mafia Murder Mystery Dessert Night fundraiser was a
tremendous success, raising just over $19,000 for the youth at
Sanctuary Youth Centre. The room was filled with laughter,
terrible mob accents, and a whole lot of community spirit.

We are incredibly grateful to everyone who helped make the
evening happen. From the businesses and individuals who
donated auction items, to the bakers who filled our tables with
desserts, to the volunteers, actors, sponsors, and guests who
came out to support the event, thank you. It truly was a
community effort.

Some of the highlights of the evening were seeing guests arrive
dressed to impress in their incredible 1920s outfits, watching
our talented actors bring the story to life, and listening to all
the theories, accusations, and wild guesses about who the
culprit, or culprits, might be.

Join us for Ride for Refuge on Saturday, October 3rd as we ride and walk in support of

Sanctuary Youth Centre.

This family-friendly fundraiser helps support our drop-in and mental health programs for street-
engaged and at-risk youth in Victoria. Every step, every ride, and every gift helps create spaces
of hope, safety, and belonging for young people in our community. Register, fundraise, donate,

or volunteer, and be part of something meaningful.

Visit: https:/www.rideforrefuge.org/location/victoria or Scan the QR code to register!

Perhaps the most meaningful moment of the night was hearing
one of our own youth, Davan, share her story and the impact
Sanctuary has had on her life.

Every ticket purchased, auction bid placed, and donation made
helps us continue providing meals, mentorship, activities, and a
safe place for vulnerable youth in our city.

Thank you for believing in our youth and for being part of such a
memorable evening.




EARR Employment

W 1 with Purpose
Sanctuary is partnering with Raw Carrot, a social franchise that
creates supportive employment opportunities for people facing
barriers. Together, we're working to launch a Raw Carrot site here
in Victoria.

The project will provide paid training and meaningful employment
for youth and others in our community. By Fall 2026, we hope to
begin producing and selling small-batch gourmet soups, breakfast
items, and other specialty foods, with proceeds supporting training,
employment, and Sanctuary youth.

We're excited about what's ahead and look forward to sharing
more as the project develops.

Kitchen: We are very close to signing a partnership agreement with

a centrally located institution.

Youth Liaison: We’ve welcomed Liam to the advisory committee,
drawing on his lived experience to guide our decisions.

Staffing: We anticipate hiring our first Raw Carrot employees by
late summer-.

Partnerships: We’re working with a health care professional to
ensure our kitchen operates with trauma-informed practices, and
partnering with a mental health worker to provide access to
wage subsidies.

Funding: With the kitchen location nearly finalized, we are able to
fundraise with confidence.

We hope to raise $22,000 for capital items such as pots, spoons,
and freezers, and $11,000 for the first three months of staff
wages.

Volunteers: Is food your love language? We're recruiting for
kitchen helpers, grocery shoppers, and soup door-droppers.

We hope to hold an information meeting in the near future for
anyone interested in learning more about the program and how to
get involved.

Honoring Bill

When Bill MacMillan first came to the Centre in 20086, he
volunteered three days a week helping with administrative tasks.
Later, following a couple of leadership changes, he became more
involved in the kitchen. Over the years, he has contributed in a
variety of ways, including donating much needed items in the
kitchen and tools and a power washer for the centre.

One of the things Bill enjoyed most about serving at Sanctuary
was the opportunity to meet the many people who came through
the doors each day. Working in the kitchen allowed him to connect
with youth, volunteers, and staff in a simple but meaningful way.
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Bill and his wife Lorraine Riding at the Ride for Refuge

The Lord has blessed Bill and family over the years and he has felt called
to support a number of Christian charities, including Sanctuary. Bill says,
“It’s been a privilege for me to be part of the ministry and to witness the
impact it has had on the lives of young people”.

Bill is 85 years old and has been volunteering at Sanctuary for over 20
years. In April it was time for Bill to step back in order to care for his
lovely wife Loraine. The centre will miss Bill but is deeply grateful to him
for his generosity, commitment and compassion for the youth in our
community.

Thank you Bill - you will be missed!

Health Promotion at
Sanctuary
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Charity is a fourth-year Bachelor of Science in Nursing student at North
Island College who is currently completing her leadership practicum at
Sanctuary Youth Centre.

As part of her placement, she is developing and facilitating health
promotion activities based on topics identified by youth at the centre.

These sessions focus on providing practical, accessible information that
supports overall health and well-being, including topics such as oral
health, healthy relationships, self-care, nutrition, and healthy lifestyle
choices.

Through this work, Charity hopes to empower youth with knowledge and
resources that support their physical, emotional, and social well-being
while fostering a welcoming,

supportive, and inclusive environment at Sanctuary.
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